I. Introduction
Th e aim of this contribution is to use the example of the multilingual majority-minority situation in South Tyrol to illustrate the extent to which territorial and institutional multilingualism is refl ected in individual multilingualism 1 and to outline the degree of pupils' profi ciency in the two largest neighbouring languages, German and Italian. In parallel, the challenges arising from the complex political and social structures infl uencing this multilayered minority-majority situation will be identifi ed and analysed, and proposals for the promotion of positive attitudes between groups and eff ective plurilingualism will be put forward that may also be of signifi cance outside the regional and local context. Th e remarks herein are based on the results of the project "South Tyrolean Pupils and the Second Language: A Linguistic and Socio-psychological Investigation" (KOLIPSI; addressed more fully in a following section) and introduced in this context following a quick overview of the particular language environment in South Tyrol. 
II. Background-the Language Environment in South Tyrol

A. Language Areas, Historical Context and Legal Framework
Th e contribution relates to the Autonomous Province of Bozen/Bolzano-South Tyrol (for short South Tyrol) which has, since 1919, belonged to Italy and where about 500,000 people, predominantly mother-tongue speakers of the German, Italian and Ladin languages, inhabit a total area of approximately 7,400 km 2 . According to the results of the most recent census from the year 2001, the German language group forms 69.38% of the population and lives both in the cities and the countryside (see Figure 1) , whereas the Italian language group, which constitutes 26.30% of the population, lives mainly in the cities (see Figure 2) . Th e possibility of "natural" contact between the two language groups, therefore, mostly occurs in the larger localities. Th e Ladin language group, comprising 4.32% of the total population, mainly resides in two valleys in the Dolomites (Gröden/Gardena and Gadertal/Val Badia). 
